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1. UNDER HEADING, "WHAT DOES THE US AMBASSADOR SAY," EL 
MERCURIO DECEMBER 28 CARRIED LETTER TO EDITOR CRITICAL OF 
AMBASSADOR FROM INDIVIDUAL UNKNOWN TO EMBASSY. LETTER 
CITED NEWS ITEM DATELINED WASHINGTON WHICH APPEARED 

EL MERCURIO DECEMBER 13 ASSERTING FORD ADMINISTRATION'S 
"GROWING UNHAPPINESS WITH CHILEAN JUNTA" TO POINT THAT 
"PATIENCE WITH THE JUNTA IS RUNNING OUT." WRITER ASKS 
WHAT AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN CHILE IS TELLING HIS GOVERNMENT 
TO PRODUCE THESE EFFECTS. LETTER CONCLUDES ASKING: 

"IS IT THAT FORD ADMINISTRATION DOES NOT PAY ATTENTION TO 
THE AMBASSADOR? OR IS IT THAT THE AMBASSADOR SUPPORTS 
THE POSITION OF THOSE WHO ARE AGAINST THE JUNTA?" 

2. COMMENT. THIS LETTER IS OF COURSE FAR FROM A MAJOR 
BROADSIDE AGAINST USG OR THIS EMBASSY. NEVERTHELESS ITS 
PUBLICATION IS SIGNIFICANT. PUBLICATION IS PLAINLY RESULT 
OF TOP LEVEL EDITORIAL DECISION AT "EL MERCURIO". NOT 
ONLY CHILE S LEADING NEWSPAPER AND A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE 
CHILEAN ESTABLISHMENT BUT THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS PRIVATE 
SECTOR SUPPORTER OF THE JUNTA GOVERNMENT. 
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3. PUBLICATION OF LETTER ALSO SIGNIFICANT AS SECOND 
TIME (SEE REFTEL) IN IUST OVER A MONTH AT "EL MERCURIO" 

HAS BEEN CRITICAL OF USG. AFTER MORE THAN A YEAR UNDER 

THE NEW JUNTA GOVERNMENT, DURING WHICH CRITICISM OF USG AND 
THIS EMBASSY WAS ALMOST TOTALLY ABSENT FROM CHILEAN MEDIA, 
UNDOUBTEDLY IN KEEPING WITH GOC POLICY, THESE CRITICISMS 
ASSUME GREATER IMPORTANCE THAN WOULD BE JUSTIFIED BY 
THEIR CONTENT ALONE. 

4. ALTHOUGH, FOR NOW, "EL MERCURIO" ACTION REPRESENTS 

A CLOUD NO BIGGER THAN A MON'S HAND, IT MAY BE A PORTENT 
OF THINGS TO COME AND A SUGGESTION THAT CHILEAN SENSITIVITY 
IS INCREASING. 
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